
Technical Assistance: 202
Brake pedal creeps – Vehicles with diesel engines.

Diesel engine vehicles usually use a pump to generate the vacuum for servo assistance. Unlike 

the inlet manifold of a petrol engine, there is no vacuum relief with a pump. If excessive pedal 

pressure is applied when the vehicle is stationary (and the engine is running) the hydraulic pres-

sures required to stop the vehicle will be grossly exceeded and fluid will be forced past seals that 

are between circuits. Larger vehicles such as vans and 4x4s are more prone to this problem as 

they use servos with a higher boost ratio. The phenomenon is known as diesel creep; and it is 

often incorrectly diagnosed as being caused by a faulty master cylinder. 

The solution is to stop applying the excessive pressure.

Note
Please see separate note on Pedal Creep (Tech Note 201).

If you can get the brake pedal to creep with the engine switched off and servo exhausted, 

or actually under braking there is a serious problem that requires urgent attention!

Caution!

Brakes International Ltd, Moore Street, Rochdale, Lancashire, England. OL16 1QN
TEL: 01706 666999 FAX: 01706 662663 WEB: www.brakesint.co.uk


